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Yemen: Death toll in uprising more than 2,000
SANAA, Yemen (AP) —
More than 2,000 people
have been killed in a year of
political turmoil that led to
the resignation of Yemen’s
longtime president, the government disclosed Sunday.
The figure is much higher
than human rights groups
estimated.
The government released

its first casualty figures on a
day when crowds of protesters were marking one year
since a particularly bloody
day, when dozens were
killed.
Yemen’s Ministry of
Human Rights said the figure of at least 2,000 includes
both unarmed protesters
and military defectors, as

well as more than 120 children. It said 22,000 people
were wounded over the past
year.
The London-based
human rights group
Amnesty International estimated earlier this year that
200 protesters had been
killed in the uprising.
The government of Ali
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Abdullah Saleh, who stepped
down as president last
month after more than three
decades in power, never
released casualty figures.
For nearly a year, armed
men in plain clothes loyal
to Saleh attacked anti-government protesters, while
security forces did little to
stop them.

Yemenis protested across
the country Sunday to mark
the killing of more than
50 protesters last year by
snipers loyal to the former
regime.
Hundreds of thousands of
protesters took to the streets
in at least 18 provinces to
demand that Saleh be tried
for the deaths of protesters

killed a year ago on “Friday
of Dignity,” when snipers
fired from rooftops at protesters in Sanaa’s Change
Square.
As part of an internationally backed deal, Saleh
was granted immunity from
prosecution in exchange for
handing over powers to his
vice president.
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you want to be satisfied. That is why we will "Bend Over Backwards!"
to see that you are satisfied. That promise, plus our selection, prices and
great service sets us apart. Pay us a visit and you'll see the difference.
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When you think of hearing aids ... Think of Gulf Coast.
Public Meeting Notice
State Road 390 (St. Andrews Boulevard)
from State Road 368 (23rd Street) to County Road 2312 (Baldwin Road)
Bay County, Florida
Financial Project Number: 217875-2-52-01

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will hold a public information meeting regarding widening State Road (S.R.) 390
(St. Andrews Boulevard) from S.R. 368 (23rd Street) to County Road
2312 (Baldwin Road), in Bay County, Florida. The meeting will be
held Tuesday, April 10, 2012 at the Florida Army National Guard Armory, 3121 Lisenby Avenue, Panama City, FL from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
(CDT). FDOT representatives will be available to explain project information, address questions and receive comments.
This public meeting is being held to give interested persons an opportunity to review the proposed design, ask questions, and submit
comments concerning the upcoming project. Maps, drawings, and
other project information will be on display. The meeting will be an
open-house format with project team representatives available to address questions and explain proposed improvements. There will not
be a formal presentation.
The proposed improvements include widening S.R. 390 (St. Andrews
Boulevard) from two to six lanes, drainage improvements, bike lane/
sidewalk addition, and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility improvements. Right-of-way will be required along both
sides of the alignment. The project is not currently funded for construction.
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national
origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. Persons who
require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), or persons who require translation services (free of
charge) should contact Noelle Warren, PE, Atkins General Consultant Project Manager at (850) 638-2288, or via email at noelle.warren@atkinsglobal.com at least seven days prior to the meeting.
If you have questions about this project or meeting, call Noelle Warren, PE, Atkins General Consultant Project Manager at the above
contact information. You may also contact Ian Satter, FDOT District
Three Public Information Director, toll-free at (888) 638-0250,
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Public Meeting Notice
Date:

Tuesday, April 10, 2012. 5 p.m. – 6 p.m.

Place: Florida Army National Guard Armory,
3121 Lisenby Avenue, Panama City

Members of the dissident group Ladies in White pray in Santa Rita church before holding
their weekly march in Havana, Cuba, Sunday. Dissident Angel Moya said police detained
his wife ,Bertha Soler, and three dozen supporters of the Ladies in White group Sunday
morning.

Cuba detains dissident leader,
activists ahead of pope’s visit
HAVANA (AP) — Cuban
authorities detained a prominent dissident and dozens of
her colleagues early Sunday,
then arrested more activists
while they staged a weekly
protest march through
Havana.
Police took away Bertha Soler and three dozen
supporters of the Ladies in
White dissident group hours
before they were to take part
in a regular march down
Quinta Avenida in the leafy
Miramar neighborhood of
Havana.
About 20 other Ladies
supporters did make it to
the march, which began
peacefully, but state security agents moved in when
the Ladies tried to extend
the protest into streets
they don’t normally enter.
All were escorted onto a
bus belonging to state
security.
“They were arrested,”
said Angel Moya, Soler’s
husband and a former political prisoner himself.
Soler also was detained
briefly Saturday evening, he
said. The Ladies in White

formed in 2003, shortly after
authorities jailed 75 intellectuals, activists and social
commentators in a notorious
crackdown on dissent, sentencing them to long prison
terms. All since have been
freed, and many have gone
into exile.
It was not clear where
Soler was or how long she
and the other women would
be detained. Cuba has
cleared its jails of most political prisoners, but human
rights groups say the government of President Raul
Castro has stepped up
short-term detentions and
other forms of harassment
against the island’s tiny
opposition.
When members of the
Ladies in White are taken
into custody, the detentions
are normally brief, but none
had been released by early
Sunday evening, several
hours after the second set of
detentions. The government
did not respond to a request
for comment.
Cuba denies it holds any
political prisoners, and says
the dissidents are nothing

more than common criminals and mercenaries paid
by Washington to stir up
trouble. It scoffs at criticism
of its human rights record
by the West, saying its Marxist system provides citizens
with free health care and
education, and many other
subsidies.
Sunday ’s detentions
came just over a week ahead
of a March 26-28 visit by Pope
Benedict XVI, who is likely to
encourage the government
to adopt increased religious,
political and human rights
during his tour, at least privately. It also comes days
after Cuban Roman Catholic Cardinal Jaime Ortega
asked police to remove a
group of 13 opposition members who had occupied a
church in Central Havana
for two days.
While the church won
assurances the group members would not be prosecuted, the church-sanctioned
raid and its hardline stance
throughout the standoff was
derided by many dissidents,
even those who had opposed
the initial occupation.

Israeli officials now agree Iran
hasn’t decided on building a bomb
JERUSALEM (AP) —
Despite saber-rattling from
Jerusalem, Israeli officials
now agree with the U.S.
assessment that Tehran
has not yet decided on the
actual construction of a
nuclear bomb, according to
senior Israeli government
and defense figures.
Even so, there is great
concern in Israel about
leaving Iran “on the cusp”
of a bomb — explaining why
Israel continues to hint at
a military attack on Iran’s
nuclear installations before
it moves enough of them
underground to protect
them from Israel’s bombs.
Israel’s leaders have
been charging in no uncertain terms for years that
Iran is trying to build
nuclear weapons. Though
officials say they accept
the more nuanced American view, they warn it is
just a matter of semantics, because an Iran on
the verge of being able to
build a bomb would still be
a danger.
The United States is

playing up its assessment that Iran has not
made its final decision in
a public campaign to persuade Israel to call off any
attack plan and allow the
increasingly harsh sanctions against Iran time to
persuade Tehran to back
down.
The concern — which
is widely shared in Israel
as part of a complex calculation — is of an Iranian
retaliation that might spark
regional conflict and send
oil prices soaring, at a time
when the world economy
already is struggling and
U.S. presidential elections
loom.
Also in the equation are
concerns about the ability
of the Israeli home front
to withstand a sustained
barrage of Iranian missiles
fired in retaliation. Iranian
surrogates Hezbollah in
Lebanon and Hamas in the
Gaza Strip could also bombard Israel with thousands
of rockets, and U.S. troops
in the Gulf region could
also become targets.

Several senior Israeli
officials who spoke in recent
days to The Associated
Press said Israel has come
around to the U.S. view that
no final decision to build a
bomb has been made by
Iran. The officials, who are
privy to intelligence and to
the discussion about the
Iranian program, said this
is the prevailing view in the
intelligence community,
but there are also questions about whether Tehran might be hiding specific
bomb making operations.
The concern, they said,
is about allowing the Iranian program to reach
the point where there is
enough enriched weapons
grade material that a bomb
could quickly be assembled,
within a year.
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
Sunday, “Iran, whose leader
foments terrorism and violence around the globe and
calls for our destruction ...
this regime must never be
allowed to have nuclear
weapons.”

