STATE ROAD (S.R.) 30 (U.S. 98),
FROM EMERALD BAY DRIVE TO TANG-O-MAR DRIVE
FIN: 414132-4-52-01
OVERVIEW
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will begin work
this fall to widen and improve approximately 3.37 miles of U.S. 98
in Walton and Okaloosa counties.
U.S. 98 is a vital east-west corridor that serves as a transportation
lifeline for the coastal communities of the Florida panhandle. This
project will deliver transportation and economic development
benefits that include:
•
•
•
•
•

QUICK FACTS
Project start: fall 2016
Anticipated completion:
summer 2020
Estimated construction cost:
$42 million
Length: 3.37 miles

Increased capacity.
Reduced congestion.
Improved safety.
Better access to tourism destinations.
Support for regional economic development initiatives.

NEW DETENTION PONDS

The project includes a new drainage system that
will collect stormwater runoff and discharge it into
four detention ponds. The locations of the new
ponds are shown here.

The detention ponds will slow stormwater runoff and help prevent localized flooding. They will also provide water
quality benefits by allowing stormwater runoff from the paved surfaces to be temporarily stored and treated. There
will be no traffic impacts associated with the construction of the ponds but nearby residents and businesses may
experience some noise during pond construction.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? CONTACT:

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Stacey Wallace
Project Public Information Coordinator
Tele: (850) 689-4428
Email: Info@MyUS98.com
Ian Satter
FDOT District Three
Public Information Director
Tele: 1-888-638-0250 Ext. 1205
E-mail: Ian.Satter@dot.state.fl.us
The Florida Department of Transportation does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or
family status. For questions or concerns, contact John Smith, District Three Title VI Coordinator, 1074 Highway 90 Chipley, FL 32428, toll- free
at 1-888- 638-0250, extension 1520, or via email john.smith@dot.state.fl.us.

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS
Construction crews will reconstruct and widen U.S. 98 from four to six travel lanes,
between Emerald Bay Drive in Okaloosa County and Tang O Mar Drive in Walton County. .
Other improvements include:
•
•
•
•

Current and future:
Current photo of U.S. 98
and artist rendering of
new 6-lane roadway once
construction and future
landscaping are complete.

New eight-foot sidewalks and seven-foot buffered bicycle lanes on each side of U.S. 98.
New drainage system.
Four new storm water detention ponds.
Signalization upgrades at Holiday Road, Seascape
Drive, Geronimo Street, South Shore Drive,
Poinciana Boulevard and Scenic U.S. 98
(Scenic Gulf Drive).

The $42 million project will help
relieve congestion and improve
traffic flow for the estimated
46,000 drivers who travel this
segment of U.S. 98 daily.
New sidewalks and
bicycle lanes will
enhance safety and
improve mobility
for pedestrians
and bicyclists.

Conceptual Landscaping Plan

Typical section: six lane divided urban roadway.

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS AND SAFETY

POTENTIAL IMPACTS

Walton County is a popular tourism destination which makes pedestrian and bicycle safety during the project a high priority.
Special attention has been given to facilitate pedestrian and bicycle traffic and designated locations along the corridor
identified as safe crossings. The construction team encourages all pedestrians and bicyclists to adhere to the following tips:

During construction, drivers can anticipate temporary,
nighttime lane restrictions between 8:30 p.m. and 5:30 a.m.
Two east and two westbound travel lanes will be
maintained at all other times.

• Be visible: Make sure you’re visible and make eye contact
bicyclists should follow the rules of the road.
with drivers whenever possible especially at night, during • Stay Alert and avoid distractions: Smartphones,
low-light conditions, or in inclement weather.
headphones and other mobile devices are a part of life, but
• Travel in safe places: Cross U.S. 98 at the designated
don’t allow them to take your eyes off the road or distract
locations, and don’t walk or ride in areas where pedestrians
your attention. Also, watch for uneven pavement,
and bicyclists are prohibited.
potholes, wet leaves, storm grates or other roadway
changes that could cause you to lose balance.
• Follow traffic rules, signs and signals. Pedestrians and

Drivers are reminded to be alert for construction
workers, vehicles, and equipment; obey the
posted speed limit; and, refrain from
texting and other distracted driving.
SPECIAL NOTE TO BUSINESSES: Safety information for your
pedestrian customers is available by contacting the project public
information coordinator by e-mail at: Info@myus98.com.

